
EARLY VOTING BALLOT Q and A: 

 

1. QUESTION:  I received a postcard in the mail for requesting an Early Voting Ballot.  What do I 

need to do in order to get a ballot sent to me? 

 

ANSWER:  You need to complete the postcard by listing your name, address, phone number, and 

birthdate.  Sign it and send it to our office or place it in the drop box in front of the courthouse.    

Some worry that multiple applications can be completed/requested by 1 person and therefore 

get multiple ballots.  Our computer permits only 1 ballot per person, no matter how many 

requests we receive.   

 

 

2. QUESTION: I don’t have to give my Social Security Number or present any identification to get 

an Early Voting Ballot? 

ANSWER:  No.  In Nebraska, it is unlawful to ask for identification when you request a ballot or 

even when a voter goes to the polling place to vote.  Identification is asked when a person 

registers to vote.  The Nebraska Legislature, along with many states have considered this.  In 

some states it has passed with many court suits filed afterward claiming it is unconstitutional.  

To date, nothing has been passed in Nebraska. 

 

3. QUESTION:  Why did I get multiple Early Ballot Applications at my address with different names 

on them? 

 

ANSWER:  If someone who lived at your address before you, they may have not updated their 

registration, so they are still registered at your address.  There are many reasons more than 1 

person may be registered at an address – apartments which have multiple occupants or houses 

where both spouses/families are registered.  If you received an application for someone who 

does not live there, put it back in the mail and write “Does not live here.”  Then the post office 

will return it to our office. 

 

  

4. QUESTION:  Can my pet cat or dog get a ballot? 

 

ANSWER:  Don’t be silly, pets cannot be registered voters and only registered voters can request 

a ballot. 

 

 

5. QUESTION:  I already submitted an Early Voter Application to your office.  What should I do with 

the postcard I received in the mail? 

 



ANSWER:  If you already applied for an Early Ballot, no need to submit another application.  You 

can throw it away.  If you have already sent a 2nd request in, our computer will not permit us to 

enter more than 1 request. 

 

6. What if I got a postcard in a deceased family members name? 

ANSWER:  Give my office a call.  We are able to utilize the State of Nebraska Death records in 

order to keep our list up to date. 

 

7. QUESTION:  I got my Early Voter postcard, but it didn’t include my middle initial/name or my 

name wasn’t spelled correctly?  What should I do? 

 

 

ANSWER:  Not everybody uses their middle name/initial so postcards were printed without 

them.  If you normally sign your name using your middle initial/name, go ahead and sign the 

postcard that way, it doesn’t change your registration.  If your name was spelled incorrectly, call 

our office.  We will look at your voter registration and see what the problem is. 

 

  

8. QUESTION:  I received my postcard and it was in my maiden name and now I use my married 

name.  What should I do? 

 

ANSWER:  If you changed your name when you got married, you need to re-register.  There are 

many ways you can do this.  You can go online at www.ne.gov/go/NEreg2vote  OR  go to the 

Seward County website at www.countyofsewardne.com  . Click on the Courthouse Tab, then the 

Clerk tab OR you can come into my office and we will help you complete one.  The deadline to 

make ANY change to your registration, even your address, is October 23, 2020 and my office is 

open until 6 pm that day. 

 

 

9. QUESTION:  I submitted my Early Voting Application.  When do I get my ballot? 

 

ANSWER:  You should receive your ballot approximately the first week of October. 

 

10.  Question:  What is the difference from “Early Voting” and “Voting Absentee”? 

Answer:  There is no difference in Nebraska.  The term “absentee” was changed to “Early 

Voting” when Nebraska decided a voter did not have to state a reason why they were voting 

early.  In other words, a person can vote early just for convenience.  He/she does not have 

to be “absent” on Election Day.  In some states, they still require a reason and that has been 

a problem with the current pandemic.   

 

http://www.ne.gov/go/NEreg2vote
http://www.countyofsewardne.com/


11.  Question:  I received a postcard in the mail.  Do I have to vote this way?  I want to go to the 

polling place to vote? 

Answer:  The postcards were sent out as a convenience for those who want to vote using 

 the early voting/absentee method.  Disregard the postcard if you want to vote at the polls. 

 

12.  Question:  If I vote using the early voting/absentee method, what happens if I go to the polls 

and try to vote again? 

Answer:  When a ballot is issued and sent to a voter, our computer system does not permit 

another ballot to be issued.  The computer list at the polls will show that a ballot has already 

been issued and you will not be permitted to vote.  Voting twice is illegal and punishable by 

law. 

 

13.  Question:  I submitted my application for an Early Voting Ballot some time ago.  Why won’t I get 

my ballot until the first part of October? 

Answer:  The Secretary of State did not certify information to us about state races until 

September 11.  We then have to have programming and printing done within 17 days.  We plan 

to start mailing the ballots out September 28, so you should receive them early October. 

 

14.  Question:  I don’t want my ballot to be sent through the mail, but I don’t want to go to the polls, 

can I vote in your office? 

Answer:  Yes, starting October 5, you can vote in the County Clerk’s office.  We are open 8 a.m. – 

5 p.m., Monday through Friday.  If the pandemic warrants different health measures for 

courthouse hours, call my office for any updates. 

 

15.  Question:  Can I bring the completed postcard to the County Clerk’s Office and vote IN YOUR 

OFFICE? 

Answer:  Yes, you can bring your post card into the County Clerk’s Office and vote early. 

 

16.  Question: I already sent my postcard in for an Early Voting Ballot, but I’m getting other mail 

about early voting or even registering to vote.  Why am I getting these?  The return address says 

the Seward County Clerk’s Office, so is this mail coming from your office? 

Answer: The only mailing that was sent out by my office was a postcard which was sent out 

August 21, 2020.  There are other groups sending out mailers and using my office as the return 

address, some with voter registrations and/or early voting applications.  Call our office if you are 

confused.  We’ll make sure we have the appropriate papers if you want to vote early 



 

17. Question: I don’t remember if I sent my postcard in.  Can you check to see if you received one 

for me? 

Answer: We have received almost 3,000 postcards back from residents who want to vote early. 

Call our office if you don’t remember if you sent your postcard in and we can check to see if we 

have received one. 

 

 

18.  Question: I sent my postcard in to get an early ballot and now I have moved.  What do I do? 

Answer: You need to re-register to vote.  There are many ways to do this – online, in our office, 

by mail, etc.   Call our office so we can help get you re-registered and still be able to vote early.   

 

19. Question:  I heard that there are ballots tossed away – for example in the trash can.  Is that true? 

Answer:  NO- BALLOTS ARE NEVER THROWN AWAY!!!!!  After the election is canvassed, the law 

says I must store everything for a period of 22 months.   Early Voting Ballots and their envelopes, 

ballots voted at the polls, all reports, checklists, flash drives, etc., - literally everything that is used 

in processing an election is saved and stored for almost 2 years!  Again, it’s the law, so ballots are 

not thrown away! 

 

20. Question: I just received my Early Voting Ballot.   It says on the envelope that I have to sign it?  

Why?  Doesn’t that ruin the purpose of confidentiality? 

Answer:  The law states that a voter must sign the oath which gives information about the voter’s 

address and that the voter is not falsifying any information.  When a ballot is received back in our 

office, we log it in our computer.  To open the envelope, we lay it down with the information 

about the voter face down.  The side facing up on the envelope then shows only my office 

address on it.   Envelopes are opened and ballots are put in a secure ballot box so they are ready 

for counting on Election Day.   We will open thousands of Early Voting Ballot envelopes for this 

election, so time is of the essence.  I and my staff know the importance of confidentiality and 

honor it by making sure no one’s name is shown when we are opening Early Voting Ballots.    

 

21.  Question:  If I use an Early Voting Ballot, can someone go to the polls and try to vote using my 

name? 

Answer:  No.  When an Early Voting Ballot is issued to a voter, it is entered into our computer 

program.   When the rosters are printed for use at the polls, the voters name is flagged by the 

computer and our office highlights the name to let the Election Board know that a ballot cannot 



be given for a voter with that name.  Also, Election Board members are people from that precinct 

or ward.  Chances are that somebody knows that person and may question the imposter.  If that 

does happen, legal authorities will be called because it is a felony to impersonate another voter.  

 

22. Question:  I missed last week’s article where you listed the weekly questions.  Is there   

somewhere I can find them? 

Answer:  All the questions have been posted on the home page of Seward County’s web 

page.  Go to countyofsewardne.com to find it.  We update it every week. 

 

23. Question: When I get my ballot, do I have to vote for every race? 

Answer: No.  You can vote for all or some of the races, but you do not need to vote for every race 

in order for your ballot to be counted. 

 

24. Question: What if I make a mistake on my ballot?   

Answer: Call our office.  We will have you mail or bring your ballot into the office and give you an 

envelope to place it in and seal it so one will see how you voted.  We will then issue you another 

ballot.  

 

25. Question: I know you check signatures on Early Voted Ballots when they are returned.  What if my 

signature has changed?  Will you count my ballot? 

 

Answer: Yes, we check signatures when ballots are returned.  If there is a question with a 

signature, we will call you to verify that you did in fact return your ballot.  We will never reject a 

ballot without contacting the voter first. 

 

26. Question: When I get done voting my Early Voting Ballot, what are the different ways to return it? 

Answer: 1. The preferred way to return your ballot is using the drop box which is locked and on 

the north side of the Courthouse.  It is the box on the east side of the front door and is available 

24/7.  It is checked at every day by 2 people from the Clerk’s Office who are registered voters of 2 

different parties.  On the weekends, this box is also checked.  With the pandemic we are in, it is 

the safest way to return a ballot.  It’s also the most convenient and cost saving way to return 

your ballot. 

2. You can personally drop it off at the County Clerk’s Office which is on the 2nd Floor in Room 205 

of the Courthouse.  We are open 8 am – 5 pm Monday through Friday  



3. You can mail it back using the postal system.  Cost to mail a ballot back is $1.20. 

27. Question: Where can I learn more about Early Voting: 

Answer: You can learn more about Early Voting on the home page of our website 

www.countyofsewardne.com  

 

28. Question: Will there be a sample ballot published that I can look at so I know what to vote for? 

Answer:  A sample ballot will be published the week before the election in the Seward County 

Independent and Milford Times.  It’s already on our website at www.countyofsewardne.com  

Click on the Courthouse tab, then County Clerk tab and you will find one there.  The Secretary of 

State is already publishing information in the newspapers about the questions that are on the 

ballot. 

 

29. Question: I was marking my ballot with a pencil and now I see the instructions say to use a pen 

what should I do? 

Answer: You can write over the top of a pencil mark with a black pen OR you can call our office 

and get a new ballot.  

 

30. Question: Is the drop box secure?  Do I have to put postage on my ballot when I put it in the 

drop box?  

Answer: The drop box is very secure.  It is a locked box approved by the Secretary of State and 

only my office has the key to open it.  You do not need to affix any postage to it – that’s why it is 

the safest and most cost-effective way of returning your ballot.  See last week’s question on ways 

to return a ballot. 

 

31. Question: What are some of the deadlines for registering to vote and Early Voting? 

Answer: There are many deadlines so I will name just a few: 

 Deadline to register to vote IN the County Clerk’s Office: Oct. 23 at 6 pm                                                            

Deadline to ask for an Early Voting Ballot to be MAILED to you: Oct. 23                                                            

Deadline to RETURN an Early Voting Ballot: Nov 2 (ballot CANNOT be taken to polls) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.countyofsewardne.com/

